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is romanced by a
lavender and dried
flower farm in the
Kent countryside

h, the s=mall of the country...
Somuthing even city-slickers
would say with real sincerity In
the surrounds of Castle Farm,
nr Shoreham, In Sevenoaks, Kenl.

And he reason’y Lavender — ipts of il W'
tha tamm's mosl hgh-profile crop, and
ihrotegh & comtsnation of colour and small
[which atirects passing driwers), wond of
miauth and simple curioslty, hundieds ol
people sennm thiough the doors of tha
on-sile farm shop, The Hop Shop, every
yRar,

The shop Is so namad because of
first crop thal it sold, and hop bine
flouriah on the Ierm. Howower, wh
hops-lor-baar mdusiny wilted in the
dus 1o brewing compesition from &
became a sobonng Bme lor the K
hop growers, and Castie Farm ow
Camdine and Wiliam Alexander ba
seling hops B8 decoralbwe gartand
sirands, driad lor lanpoity, nsteac

“Local people had abviys known B
fabulous hops wene for adoming p
kitchans and chrches,” savs Can






*Buit w thought il wes about Bme the rest of

fhe: country caught up. We wene the fret 1o
mratked it hers.”

While interior designess and florists went
mad for tha haps, the Aleandars roeahsed
ihey il had bo diversity o compaie with
Holtand's keen hocillimials, 50 thay broke
pisw rownd by drging artichokes, sunflowers
and paonies, and other unusual blooms
amerged Irom tha holhouss as dried llower
speciafiins. Five Golds al the AHS Chelses
Flower Show kabor, and i kooked like tha
Futeirg wias ctf-and-dried.

Budd & was just the boginning. it Dacama
claar 1o s hat i would make saise o ook
irilo T ezmaniial oils marke,” sayve Carcline
Lo wa, slong with other Kentish growers,
bagan looking at which plants woald sult ouwr
soill types.” The Darenth Yaley's poor
clay-wilh-lints scll made the obvious
ehsces mesmary, Gorman camaomilea and, af
cowse, one parculardy handy, purple,
Medlemanoan pland, Castle Farm is niw the
sacond bigpes! |avender grower in the UK
with 55 acros of lvandula anguestidolia

much soght afler lor parhamery — and
levandin, a viponus hybrid producang

profile FrE@eR:

Mo shrinking vio

- Thie name ‘levendes is though
opini rom Tavara’, 8 lalin vorb
mieans ‘o wash', Thie Egypikans
the plant for cosmetics and ami
wiviti e Fiomans usad e
pomades and oinlmanls

= lin tihe 186 century, many bal
where lEvendar grm, T wa:
fairy achivity. I was COmmon prn
a bride io braid lavender info he
rotain females power and luck.
wives' sugoostod hal nubileng y
with lavemncier ol would atirect 2
and coupbes thal placed lavend
babasen thalr had shasts wal
guarmel.

— Lavander assenos mikes i |
addition o cartain savoury saL
chickan with lamon and Lversd
thié essance and heads can be
sumemer cakes and shorbread
The biossoms and leenvas can
used instead of rosamarny,

i
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